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Petsamo

red area =
Ladoga Karelia (Finns) & Border Karelia (Karelians),
the central areas of this presentation

pink area =
Karelian isthmus

Salla

Olonets (”Russian Karelia”)

The territories Finland ceded to the 
Soviet Union in 1944 (1945).

Ca. 450 000 Finns and Karelians 
from these territories were settled 
within the borders of present-day 
Finland.



CHANGING POLITICAL SYSTEMS & NATIONALITIES IN BORDER & LADOGA KARELIA

7th century Karelia in the sphere of power of Novgorod
- Catholic faith from Sweden, Greek Catholic = Orthodox from Novgorod)

1323 Karelia is divided between Sweden and Novgorod

1478 Novgorodian Karelia is annexed to Russia

1595 Ladoga Karelia & Border Karelia are annexed to Sweden

- Orthodox Karelians flee eastwards

- Lutheran Finns settle in the Ladoga region

1721, 1743 Annexed to Russia

1812-1917 Annexed to the novel Grand Duchy of Finland, subject to Russia

1917-1939 Part of independent Finland

1945-1991 Annexed to the  Soviet Union

- Finns & Karelians flee to Finland

- Soviet citizens settle the region

1991- Part of The Russian Federation



Typical features of Finnish countryside & agriculture:

- small agricultural units
- dispersed private farms
- farmyards consist of several buildings for different functions

THE FINNISH ERA
1812-1917 Grand Duchy of Finland:

1917-1939, 1941-1944 independent Finland



1812-1917 Grand Duchy of Finland:

Growth of church villages

1917-1939, 1941-1944

Increasing industrialization



Border Karelia
- Orthodox Karelians

- ”Karelian” peasant houses

- village chapels (chasovnyas)

- agriculture, animal husbandry

Culturally closer to North Russia than Finland



Border Karelian (North Russian) house
- 2-storey complex containing animal sheds etc.



Smoke ovens of eastern (Russian) type



Village chapels (chasovnyas) in Border Karelia



2nd World War

THE SOVIET ERA in 1940-41 and 1944-1991

A Ethnic change and adaptation of population; kolkhozes 1944–1950
- Buildings are owned and maintained by the state / sovkhoz / kolkhoz
- Adaptation of the existing buildings to the needs of the Soviet life style

B Agrotowns, bigger agricultural units (sovkhozes) 1950–1991
- Denser village structure
- Type-planned houses
- Elimination of small villages and solitary farmhouses 

(Tatyana Isachenko, 2005)



New uses for churches

Kurkijoki church (1880) as a cinema theatre



New uses for manor houses

Pukinniemi Manor from late 19th c., Hiitola

Soviet era: Rest home of The Institute of Architecture and 
Building in St. Petersburg



Former municipal hall (completed in 1935) / 
Kindergarten

Former private house / Kurkijoki library



Former agricultural school (since 1870s)

Main street, buildings from 1870s…1930s

Lutheran church, 1880

Kurkijoki in the 1970s



New general plan in 1975 proposed that the old building stock be 
razed and replaced with modern type-planned houses.

Contemporary ”cultural & recreational map” of Kurkijoki: no historical / 
architectural values.

Type-planned residential houses for the engineers and 
functionaries of the Kurkijoki sovkhoz, 1970s and 1980s.



THE RUSSIAN ERA 
since 1991

Finns come back as tourists.Finns come back as tourists.



Same view in the 1930s and in 2005. Hiitola

A radical decline of agricultural use, migration to towns and bigger villages 1991–2000

(Tatyana Isachenko, 2005)



Traditional Karelian villages have completely 
vanished.

-Distant locations

-Forestry instead of the agriculture

-Extensive wartime destruction



Inadequate resources & unclear responsibilities lead to lack 
of maintenance of buildings. 



Local initiatives to renovate & refurbish the old church



President of Finland L. K. Relander’s childhood home, dating from the 1870s, in 2005.



Centre of local history, Kurkijoki (former dormitory), Theodor Höijer 1896



Private house (Lars Sonck 1915) in 1989 
and in 2009. Protected by law in 2001. 

Belavina, E. Yu. & Makarova, I. A. & Alipova, 
Yu. B. 2000. Shema zon ohrany pamyatnika 
arhitektury-doma Sonka v d. Kurkieki. The 
State Centre for the Protection and 
Managing of Monuments, Ministry of Culture 
of The Republic of Karelia.



Alipova, Yu. B. & A. A. Busynova & V. T. Kiryanova & 
T. I. Ptitsyna & O. M. Fomina 2004. Proyekt zon 
ohrany obyektov kulturnogo naslediya istoricheskogo 
poseleniya posyolka Kurkijoki, tom 1 kniga 2. 
Rezultaty istoriko-bibliograficheskih i naturnyh 
issledovaniy. The State Centre for the Protection and 
Managing of Monuments, Ministry of Culture of The 
Republic of Karelia.

Municipal office (former bank), protected









Recreational uses 
2000–

- dachas

(Tatyana Isachenko, 
2005)
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