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“the	World	Heritage	
Conven1on	carries	in	itself	the	

spirit	and	promise	of	
sustainability,	…in	its	

insistence	that	culture	and	
nature	form	a	single,	closed	
con1nuum	of	the	planet’s	
resources,	the	integrated	
stewardship	of	which	is	

essen1al	to	successful	long-
term	sustainable	development	
–	and	indeed	to	the	future	of	
life	on	the	Earth	as	we	know	

it”	



World Heritage and Sustainable Development



	
	
“In	addiAon	to	protecAng	the	OUV	of	World	Heritage	properAes,	States	
ParAes	should	[…]	recognise	and	promote	the	properAes'	inherent	
potenAal	to	contribute	to	all	dimensions	of	sustainable	development	
and	work	to	harness	the	collecAve	benefits	for	society,	also	by	ensuring	
that	their	conservaAon	and	management	strategies	are	aligned	with	
broader	sustainable	development	objecAves.	In	this	process,	the	
properAes’	OUV	should	not	be	compromised.”		
	

Policy	on	the	integra1on	of	a	sustainable	development	perspec1ve	into	the	processes	of	the	
World	Heritage	Conven1on,	2015	

	



42COM	7	referring	to	the	Paris	Agreement:	
	
“(…)	reiterates	the	importance	of	States	Par1es	undertaking	the	most	ambi1ous	
implementa1on	of	the	Paris	Agreement	of	the	United	Na1ons	Framework	Conven1on	
on	Climate	Change	(UNFCCC),	by	holding	the	increase	in	the	global	average	
temperature	to	well	below	2	°C	above	pre-industrial	levels	and	by	pursuing	efforts	to	
limit	the	global	average	temperature	increase	to	1.5	°C	above	pre-industrial	levels,	
recognizing	that	this	would	significantly	reduce	the	risks	and	impacts	of	climate	
change”. 



Poli2cs and the Conven2on

•  Nomina'ons:	Pushing	
nominaAons	to	inscripAon	
•  State	of	Conserva'on	
Reports:	Fear	of	inscribing	a	
WHP	on	the	List	of	WH	in	
Danger	
•  Result:	reducing	the	integrity	
and	credibility	of	the	
ConvenAon	and	the	WH	List	
and	diverAng	resources	from	
conservaAon	



A	country’s	right	to	economic	
and	societal	development		

vs.	
conservaAon	and	

transmission	of	intact	WH	
values	to	future	generaAons		
	



Climate	change	is	the	biggest	
potenAal	threat	to	natural	

World	Heritage	properAes.	At	
the	same	Ame,	these	

properAes	could	be	part	of	the	
soluAon.	





Lamu Old Town, Kenya 
Globalisa2on and urbanisa2on – Causes and consequences linked together

Threats:	
• Air	transport	infrastructure	
• Marine	transport	infrastructure	
• Housing	
•  Land	conversion	
• Management	systems	
•  Solid	waste	
• DeterioraAon	of	dwellings	
•  LAPSSET:	Ports,	pipelines,	
roads,	railways	etc	



«In a single day, the basilica aged 20 years, but perhaps this is 
an op2mis2c considera2on.»  


•  October	and	November	2018	
•  Venice,	Veneto,	Roma,	Sicilia	+++	
• WHP:	Venice	and	its	Lagoon	
•  High	winds	and	heavy	rain	causing	
high	flooding	and	high	Ade	
•  The	Moses	project:	Instalment	of	
innovaAve	flood	barriers	






